The Road to Sainthood
The cause for Francisco and Jacinta’s canonization began in 1946.
Their bodies were exhumed from the family cemetery, where they were
buried, one in 1935, the other in 1951. Jacinta's face was incorrupt, but
Francisco's had decomposed.
In the years prior to this Pope Pius XI
had decided that causes for minors should not be
pursued, as children could not fully understand heroic virtue or practice it repeatedly, which was a
requirement for canonization. Then in 1979 the
bishop of Leiria-Fatima spearheaded a campaign to
petition Pope John Paul II to make an exception for
Francisco and Jacinta. Over 300 bishops wrote to
the Pope, reminding him that “the children were
known, admired and attracted people to the way of
sanctity. Favors were received through their intercession.” The bishops also felt that canonizing the
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display heroic virtue. Eventually they agreed that,
much like children who have supernatural gifts of
music, mathematics, and physical ability, "in some
supernatural way, some children could be spiritual
prodigies." They were declared venerable by Pope
John Paul II in 1989.
On May 13, 2000, Francisco and Jacinta were
declared "blessed".
Another miracle has since been credited to their
intercession, and the investigation was found to be
valid on February 8, 2017. Finally, on March 23,
2017, it was announced that Pope Francis will canonize both children when he visits Fatima on May
13th of this year—the 100th anniversary of the first apparition.
Saints Francisco and Jacinta pray that our children may develop a deep
love of Jesus and his Mother, Mary.
Source—Staff member

Intercessory Prayer to Francisco and Jacinta
Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, I adore Thee profoundly
and I thank Thee for the Apparitions of the
Most Holy Virgin in Fatima.
By the infinite merits of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus and through the intercession of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I implore Thee if it
should be for Thy greater glory and the good
of our souls – to glorify in the sight of thy
Holy Church Saints Jacinta and Francisco
Marto, granting us through their intercession
the grace which we now implore. Amen.
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May Focus
Again a four-page newsletter—packed with interesting stories! This month we
have biographies of the younger two children at Fatima, and their journey to becoming canonized saints. Also included is the first apparition story, a novena
prayer, and more. To Jesus, through Mary!
“In heaven where she reigns as queen, she keeps a mother’s heart;
She sides with all who struggle here, and takes the sinner’s part.”
Song Text—”She Will Show Us the Promised One”- verse 6
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The First Apparition

Novena to
Our Lady of Fatima
Most Holy Virgin, who
deigned to come to Fatima to
reveal to the three little shepherds the treasures of graces
hidden in the recitation of the
Rosary, inspire our hearts
with a sincere love of this devotion, so that by meditating
on the mysteries of our redemption that are recalled in
it, we may gather the fruits
and obtain the conversion of
sinners, the conversion of the
world and this favor which I
so earnestly seek, (your intention) which I ask of thee in this
novena, for the greater Glory
of God, for your own honor
and for the good of all people. Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary, and
Glory Be (recite 3 times).

On Sunday, May 13, 1917, after attending Mass in the morning, Lucia,
Francisco, and Jacinta herded their sheep
to a field owned by Lucia's father, an
area known as the Cova da Iria. This is
where the Fatima Basilica now stands.
At about noon, while playing a game,
they saw a flash of light cross the sky.
Even though it was a sunny
day, they thought it might
be lightning, so decided to
move the sheep home.
Suddenly, out of nowhere,
they saw a vision that literally stopped them in their
tracks.
In front of them, standing on the sprout of a holm
oak tree, stood a young
woman. She was stunningly beautiful and was
surrounded by a supernatural light. She
held her hands together in prayer, with
rosary beads hanging down between the
fingers of her right hand. She wore a
white tunic that fell to her feet, and over
it a mantle with its edge that seemed to
glitter like gold. Her brilliance made
it almost impossible to look steadily into
her face as it hurt their eyes.
She spoke in a soft and clear voice.
Lucia was the only one who spoke to the
Lady. Francisco couldn't hear what the
Lady said, but could see her, and could
hear Lucia's part of the conversation.

Jacinta could both hear and see the Lady,
but did not speak directly to her.
The conversation between the Lady
and Lucia went as follows:
Lady: Do not be afraid, I will do you
no harm.
Lucia: Where are you from?
Lady: I am from heaven.
Lucia: What do you want of me?
Lady: I have come to ask you to come
here for six months in succession on
the thirteenth, at the same
hour. Later I will tell you
who I am and what I
want. Afterwards I will
return here yet a seventh
time.
Lucia: Shall I go to heaven
too?
Lady: Yes, you will.
Lucia: And Jacinta?
Lady: She will go also.
Lucia: And Francisco?
Lady: He will go there
too, but he must say many Rosaries.
Lucia: Is Maria das Neves in heaven?
Lady: Yes, she is.
Lucia: And Amelia?
Lady: She will be in purgatory until
the end of the world. Are you willing
to offer yourselves to God and to bear
all the sufferings He wills to send you,
as an act of reparation for the sins by
which He is offended, and of supplication for the conversion of sinners?
Lucia: Yes, we are willing!
(continuation on page 2 & 3)

May 2017
Mass
and
Consecration

to Mary
May 13, 2017
Come to St. Michael’s for
9:30 AM Mass and consecration to Mary, followed by
benediction and adoration
until 10:15 AM. Then at
10:30 AM a Patriotic Rosary
will be prayed near the St.
Michael historic church.
Join us for all or part of the
morning!

Write a Crooked Path:
Tips for the Journey
Recently on Relevant Radio a
listener called in and gave
this tip for life that he had
heard from a priest.
If you’re worried,
you are living in the past.
If you’re anxious,
you are living in the future.
If you’re at peace,
you are living in the present.
Many in the two parishes
will be consecrating themselves to Mary this month.
Let us join together and emulate the saying, as we give all
we have to Mary, so we may
live in peace.
Pope Francis’ May
Prayer Intentions
Christians in Africa
That Christians in Africa, in
imitation of the Merciful
Jesus, may give prophetic
witness to reconciliation,
justice, and peace.
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(continuation from page 1)

Lady: Then you are going to have much to
suffer, but the grace of God will be your
comfort.
As she spoke the
words, "the grace
of God, "the Lady
opened her hands
and from the palms
came two streams
of light so intense
that it not only enveloped the children with its radiance, but seemed to
reach the most intimate part of their
hearts and souls. They fell to their knees and
prayed fervently, "Oh Most Holy Trinity, I
adore You! My God, my God, I love You in
the Most Blessed Sacrament!"
Finally, the Lady said "Pray the Rosary
every day, in order to obtain peace for the
world, and the end of the war.” After this
she began to rise and disappeared from sight.
For some time the children were bathed in
the aura of peace that the Lady left behind.
She had given them a sense of joy and freedom; they felt almost as if they could fly.
When they finally began to talk among
themselves Francisco had questions. He was
so excited to hear
that he would go to
heaven that he happily cried out, "Oh
my Lady, I will say
all the Rosaries you
want!”
Jacinta
could not contain
her excitement either, repeating over
Statues of Blessed
and over again,
Francisco and Jacinta
"Oh, such a pretty
at Fatima.
Lady!"
Lucia, being the oldest, asked the younger
two not to tell anyone what they had seen,
even their mother. They promised, but Lucia
had her doubts.
As Lucia had feared, Jacinta could not
keep her promise to remain quiet. As soon as
she could she shared the news with her parents.
(continuation on page 3)

Francisco

Jacinta

Francisco Marto was born on June
11, 1908, the sixth of Manuel and Olimpia Marto’s seven children. He was the
older brother of Jacinta and the first
cousin of Lucia dos Santos. He was just
9 when the Fatima apparitions began.
He loved games, was competitive,
and could be mischievous. He rarely
complained, even when treated unfairly,
and usually was the peacemaker among
the children. He loved nature and animals. He had a reed pipe and liked to
play it while his sheep were grazing. Often, Lucia and Jacinta would
sing and dance while he played the pipe. Overall, he was a kind, gentle boy, open to all the graces God was pleased to send him.
Even before the apparitions, Francisco liked to be by himself to
think, and preferred to pray alone. This desire intensified following
the apparitions, and he preferred the solitude of church and said to
other children "I am going to church to keep company with the hidden Jesus" (in the Blessed Sacrament). This solitude would "console
Jesus for the sins of the world.” When asked what he wanted to be
when he grew up, Francisco answered, "I don't want to be anything. I
want to die and go to heaven."
In late 1918, as World War I was coming to an end, Francisco and
Jacinta became ill with the influenza that spread throughout Europe
that year. Both seemed to recover, but later relapsed. In the midst of
his illness, he continued to offer endless sacrifices to console Jesus,
who was offended by so many sins. Though his body slowly wasted
away, his thoughts remained on the eternal. He longed to receive Jesus in the Eucharist, and begged his father to allow him to receive his
First Holy Communion. As he prepared for confession, he insisted
that Lucia and Jacinta help him examine his conscience, and asked
them to recall to him all of the sins he had committed. When he was
reminded of some of the mild pranks he had played, Francisco began
crying and said, "I have confessed these sins, but I will confess them
again. Perhaps it is because of these that Jesus is so sad. You both
ask also that Jesus will pardon all my sins."
His first (and last) Holy Communion was received in the tiny
room of the family’s home where he lay dying. As he was no longer
strong enough to pray, he asked Lucia and Jacinta to recite the Rosary in a loud voice so he could follow with his heart. Two days later,
near death, he said weakly, "Look
Mamma, look, a light so beautiful,
there near the door."
The next day, on April 4th, he
died with a glow on his shrunken
face. He was buried the next day in
a little cemetery in Fatima, across
from the parish church, and later
transferred to the Sanctuary at Cova
da Iria.
source -Staff member

Jacinta Marto was born on March 11,
1910. She was the youngest of Manuel
and Olimpia Marto’s seven children. She
was only 7 years old when the apparitions began.
Two years younger than Francisco,
Jacinta was pretty and energetic. She
had a sweet singing voice and a gift for
dancing. She was an intelligent, very
sensitive, affectionate child, and yet a bit
spoiled. At times she could be very
charming, and at other times willful.
She would often pout when she did not get her way. She had many
friends, but above all she loved her cousin Lucia, and was jealous of
her time and attention. When Lucia could no longer play, after having been given the task of pasturing the family’s sheep, Jacinta
sulked until her mother gave in and allowed her, with Francisco, to
take a few sheep to pasture with Lucia.
During the apparitions she saw and heard everything, but did not
speak to the Lady. And although she had promised Lucia otherwise,
it was Jacinta who, on returning home after the first apparition, told
her mother everything that had taken place that day.
Jacinta was genuinely moved when she heard the Blessed Virgin
say that Jesus was deeply offended by sin, and was absolutely convinced of the need to save sinners through penance and sacrifice.
She gave up drinking water during the heat of summer and gave her
afternoon snacks to poor children for the Glory of God. She wore a
heavy, scratchy rope next to her bare skin. And she handled bravely
the grueling interrogations and insults of disbelievers, never uttering
a word of discouragement.
In 1918, only a year after the apparitions ended, she contracted the
influenza that swept through Europe that year. Like Francisco, this
illness would eventually take her life. Unlike Francisco, who died at
home, heroic efforts were made to help Jacinta, to no avail.
On first becoming ill, she was taken to a hospital a few miles from
home. She did not complain, because the Blessed Mother had forewarned her what she would have to suffer for the love of God and
reparation for sinners. She stayed in the first hospital for two months,
undergoing painful treatments, and then was returned home. She developed tuberculosis and was sent to a Catholic orphanage in Lisbon,
where she was able to attend Mass and see the Tabernacle, which
made her very happy. Sadly, she was soon transferred to a hospital,
where she wasted away to a virtual skeleton. The evening of February, 20, 1920, she asked to receive the Last Rites. A priest heard her
confession and promised to bring her Communion the next morning,
but Jacinta died peacefully that night, alone, without the company of
her parents or Lucia. In this Lisbon hospital, though, she was visited
no less than three times by the Mother of God.
source -Staff member
The two children’s characters may remind us of our own young children
in our family or community. See the back page for intercessory prayers
to Francisco and Jacinta.
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Olympia, Jacinta and Francisco’s mother,
played along, and even kidded her daughter
about being quite a little saint, but really believed none of it. Tia, their father, on the
other hand, felt his children were incapable of
making up such a story. He truly believed
that his children were telling the truth and that
the Blessed Mother did appear to them. He
was the first person to believe the story of
Fatima. By the next afternoon the story was
known throughout the village. Some were excited to hear the news, but most others were
skeptical.

Statuary of Lucia, Blessed Francisco and
Blessed Jacinta on a boulevard at Fatima.

The suffering the Lady spoke of began immediately for Lucia, as her parents were not
pleased with the seemingly unbelievable
story. While her father dismissed the whole
affair, her mother took the matter seriously.
She gave her youngest daughter quite a scolding, threatened to lock her in her room, and
even took her to the parish priest. In addition
to that, there was much whispering behind her
back as she walked through the village.
Over the next month, the children went on
with their daily chores. They took the request
of Our Lady to offer sacrifices very seriously,
and looked for ways to do this. They began
giving their lunch to the sheep, and later to
some begging children. In place of their prepared lunch they ate acorns that had a bitter
taste, roots of weeds, and flowers that grew
wild.
Most importantly, the children's lives were
never the same. They had become objects of
curiosity and had to undergo constant questioning. Fame had found them, and they handled it better than anyone could have expected. Having no ego, their only desires
were to please the Lady, console God, and
make reparation for sinners. Source -Staff member

