TLC—Total Lifelong Catechesis

Home Kit

The Lord’s Prayer—WEEK 3
Before you Begin:
Set table with a religious article (a crucifix, statue of Jesus or Mary, and/or a candle are
examples). Be prepared with Bible, Catechism, Children’s Folders (Textbook and
Assignments), and supplies of pencil or pen.

Start with Family Prayer
The final four (4) petitions of the Lord’s Prayer present our wants to Him: they
ask that our lives be nourished, healed of sin, and made victorious in the struggle
of good over evil. [Petitions for the good things we need.]
The words of the final four petitions are:
Give us this day our daily bread
(Refers to our earthly needs—like food and water and, the Bread of Life—
the Word of God and the Body of Christ (which is the Eucharist)
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us
(We ask God to forgive us for what we have done wrong and at the same
time we are to forgive others that have hurt us.)
And lead us not into temptation
(We ask God not to allow us to take the path that leads to sin—help us to do
the right thing and resist temptation.)
But deliver us from evil
(We ask God to set us free from all evil, especially from Satan-the evil one.)
Pray The Lord’s Prayer together as a family.
Discussion with your Family:
God calls us to forgive one another. Why is this hard for us to do sometimes?
Seek out and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) this month.

Everybody needs a little TLC!

+ ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS +
Lessons in holiness from the pro’s who have gone before us

Saint Teresa of Calcutta
Feast Day: September 5
Mother Teresa of Calcutta, the tiny woman recognized throughout the world for her work among the poorest of the
poor, was beatified October 19, 2003. Among those present were hundreds of Missionaries of Charity, the order
she founded in 1950 as a diocesan religious community. Today the congregation also includes contemplative
sisters and brothers and an order of priests.
Born to Albanian parents in what is now Skopje, Macedonia, Gonxha (Agnes) Bojaxhiu was the youngest of the
three children who survived. For a time, the family lived comfortably, and her father’s construction business
thrived. But life changed overnight following his unexpected death.
During her years in public school, Agnes participated in a Catholic
sodality and showed a strong interest in the foreign missions. At age 18,
she entered the Loreto Sisters of Dublin. It was 1928 when she said
goodbye to her mother for the final time and made her way to a new
land and a new life. The following year she was sent to the Loreto
novitiate in Darjeeling, India. There she chose the name Teresa and
prepared for a life of service. She was assigned to a high school for girls
in Calcutta, where she taught history and geography to the daughters of
the wealthy. But she could not escape the realities around her—the
poverty, the suffering, the overwhelming numbers of destitute people.
In 1946, while riding a train to Darjeeling to make a retreat, Sister
Teresa heard what she later explained as “a call within a call. The
message was clear. I was to leave the convent and help the poor while
living among them.” She also heard a call to give up her life with the
Sisters of Loreto and, instead, to “follow Christ into the slums to serve
him among the poorest of the poor.”
After receiving permission to leave Loreto, establish a new religious community, and undertake her new work, she
took a nursing course for several months. She returned to Calcutta, where she lived in the slums and opened a
school for poor children. Dressed in a white sari and sandals (the ordinary dress of an Indian woman) she soon
began getting to know her neighbors—especially the poor and sick—and getting to know their needs through
visits.
The work was exhausting, but she was not alone for long. Volunteers who came to join her in the work, some of
them former students, became the core of the Missionaries of Charity. Others helped by donating food, clothing,
supplies, and the use of buildings. In 1952, the city of Calcutta gave Mother Teresa a former hostel, which became
a home for the dying and the destitute. As the order expanded, services were also offered to orphans, abandoned
children, alcoholics, the aging, and street people.
For the next four decades, Mother Teresa worked tirelessly on behalf of the poor. Her love knew no bounds. Nor
did her energy, as she crisscrossed the globe pleading for support and inviting others to see the face of Jesus in the
poorest of the poor. In 1979, she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. On September 5, 1997, God called her home.
She was canonized by Pope Francis on September 4, 2016.
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-teresa-of-calcutta/

GOSPEL READING
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 26, 2017
Matthew 6:24-34
Jesus said to his disciples: "No one can serve two masters. He will either hate one and love the
other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink, or about your
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at
the birds in the sky; they do not sow or reap, they gather nothing into barns, yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are not you more important than they? Can any of you by worrying add a
single moment to your life-span? Why are you anxious about clothes? Learn from the way the
wild flowers grow. They do not work or spin. But I tell you that not even Solomon in all his
splendor was clothed like one of them. If God so clothes the grass of the field, which grows
today and is thrown into the oven tomorrow, will he not much more provide for you, O you of
little faith? So do not worry and say, 'What are we to eat?' or 'What are we to drink?' or 'What
are we to wear?' All these things the pagans seek. Your heavenly Father knows that you need
them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given you besides. Do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself.
Sufficient for a day is its own evil."
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/022617.cfm

Family Connection
In our families we learn about caring. We learn to care for our own needs and the needs of
others, and we learn to take responsibility for the needs of our household. Sometimes caring for
these needs means that we are unable to do other things that we would enjoy more. At times, we
can be tempted not to take responsibility for what we are given to care for.
Talk about the different ways your family cares for one another and the needs of your
household. Remember times when you’ve been tempted to put your own needs ahead of others.
Talk about the personal and familial consequences of making that choice.
Point out how God cares for us every day and will never forget us. Read aloud this Sunday’s
Gospel, Matthew 6:24–34. Talk about how God looks after the birds in the sky and the flowers
in the field. Point out how Jesus reminds his disciples that they are worth much more than these
things. Take turns sharing times in which you have experienced God’s care for yourself and
your family. Conclude this time together by offering one another a sign of peace.
http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/
eighthsundayinordinarytimeasundayconnection

GOSPEL READING
First Sunday of Lent
March 5, 2017
Matthew 4:1-11
At that time Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for
forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was hungry. The tempter approached and said to
him, "If you are the Son of God, command that these stones become loaves of bread." He said
in reply, "It is written: One does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes forth
from the mouth of God."
Then the devil took him to the holy city, and made him stand on the parapet of the temple, and
said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down. For it is written: He will
command his angels concerning you and with their hands they will support you, lest you dash
your foot against a stone." Jesus answered him, "Again it is written, You shall not put the Lord,
your God, to the test." Then the devil took him up to a very high mountain, and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world in their magnificence, and he said to him, "All these I shall give to
you, if you will prostrate yourself and worship me." At this, Jesus said to him, "Get away,
Satan! It is written: The Lord, your God, shall you worship and him alone shall you serve."
Then the devil left him and, behold, angels came and ministered to him.
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/030517.cfm

Family Connection
When Jesus resists the temptations presented to him by the devil, he draws on his religious
upbringing and tradition. Jesus is able to quote from Scripture because he is the Son of God
and because he was a human person who lived his Jewish beliefs fully. We who are
responsible for raising children are also called upon to immerse them fully in our Catholic
Christian tradition so that they too will be able to draw upon this tradition to resist the
temptations they will face in their lives.
Use this Sunday as an opportunity to call your family's attention to the importance of Scripture
in our lives. Gather your family around the family Bible and read today's Gospel, Matthew 4:111. Recall that Jesus rebuked the devil's temptations by quoting Scripture. Take some time as a
family to talk about the words that are found in the Bible and the importance of Scripture to
our faith. Perhaps the older members of the family can share a favorite Scripture passage with
everyone. Younger family members can tell their favorite story from the Bible and be shown
where that story can be found. In each case, encourage a deeper sharing of faith by asking each
person to tell why the Scripture passage shared is important to him or her. Conclude your time
together by again reading Jesus' reply to the devil found in Matthew 4:4 (“One does not live by
bread alone . . .”) and praying the Lord's Prayer.
http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/first-sunday-of-lent-cycle-asunday-connection

GOSPEL READING
Second Sunday of Lent
March 12, 2017
Matthew 17:1-9
Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves.
And he was transfigured before them; his face shone like the sun and his clothes became white
as light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, conversing with him. Then Peter said
to Jesus in reply, "Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here,
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." While he was still speaking, behold, a bright
cloud cast a shadow over them, then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him." When the disciples heard this, they fell
prostrate and were very much afraid. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, "Rise, and do
not be afraid." And when the disciples raised their eyes, they saw no one else but Jesus alone.
As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, "Do not tell the vision to
anyone until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead."
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/031217.cfm

Family Connection
As a family, talk about some of your times of highs and lows. How have you been able to use
the good times and experiences to sustain you in the difficult ones? Jesus' Transfiguration may
have been an event from which Peter, James, and John drew courage when they faced the
difficult events of Jesus' Passion. Read together today's Gospel, Matthew 17:1-9. Pray a prayer
of thanksgiving for the good times and experiences that your family has had together. Pray that
your family will use these experiences to sustain you during times of difficulty. Close by
praying today's psalm, Psalm 33.
http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/second-sunday-of-lent-cycle-asunday-connection

