TLC—Total Lifelong Catechesis

Home Kit

The Power of Prayer—WEEK 3
Before you Begin:
Set table with a religious article (a crucifix, statue of Jesus or Mary, and/or a candle are
examples). Be prepared with Bible, Catechism, Children’s Folders (Textbook and
Assignments), and supplies of pencil or pen.

Start with Family Prayer
The Power of Prayer!
God is good, all the time. All the time, God is good!
In prayer we are GIVING honor, worship and praise to God.
In prayer we are BECOMING humble, willing, childlike.
In prayer we are RECEIVING healing, forgiveness, guidance, protection,
strength, hope, answers, courage, trust.
God is good, and He is powerful. Nothing is impossible for God.
Bring all your needs before God and He will answer them according to His will.
Jesus says, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the who
seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.” Matthew 7:7-8
God delights in the prayer of faith, and He promises to give us what we need.
God wants to give you so much—more than we can even imagine for ourselves.
Believe in the power of God. Believe in the power of prayer!
Discussion with your Family:
Prayer is powerful! Prayer is good! Prayer shows God that we love and trust
Him!
Take time right now to pray for all the needs and concerns of your family, and
thank God for all the blessings and joys He has given to you. And believe!

Everybody needs a little TLC!

+ ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS +
Lessons in holiness from the pro’s who have gone before us

Saint Justin
Feast Day: June 1
Justin, born in Palestine at the start of the second century, searched everywhere for truth. He
traveled to big cities, where he talked and studied with wise teachers. One day, a stranger told
Justin to read the Old Testament prophets, who
had foretold the coming of Christ. He did this,
and it led him to see that the Christian religion
taught the truth. He was baptized.
Justin began to speak and write in defense of
Christianity, since some people were attacking
it. His books give us insight into the early
Church. In one of them he described the
ceremony of Baptism around the year 160. It
was similar to the ceremony today. In another
place, he wrote that the Sunday meetings of the
Christian community included readings from
Scripture, a homily, offering of bread and wine,
and giving Holy Communion.
In about 165, Justin was arrested for being a
Christian but refused to give up his faith. The
judge asked him, “Do you have an idea that
you will go to heaven and receive some
suitable rewards?” Justin answered, “It is not
an idea that I have; it is something that I know
well and hold to be most certain.” The judge
ordered him killed.
http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/saint-justin

GOSPEL READING

Second Sunday of Easter (Sunday of Divine Mercy)

April 23, 2017

John 20:19-31
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, "Peace be with you." When he
had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." And when he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive
are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained."
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples
said to him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his
hands and put my finger into the nailmarks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe."
Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, although the
doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put
your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be
unbelieving, but believe." Thomas answered and said to him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him,
"Have you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have
believed."
Now, Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. But
these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that through
this belief you may have life in his name.
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/042317.cfm

Family Connection
Many of us can relate to Thomas's response to the news that the disciples had seen Jesus. We
want to see for ourselves too, but we grow in faith, trusting the experience and knowledge of
others.
Many of us have heard the saying “Seeing is believing.” As your family gathers, take some time
to consider what that saying means. What are some things we believe because we see them? Is
there anything we believe without seeing? Today's Gospel reminds us that faith sometimes asks
us to believe things we cannot see with our eyes. Read today's Gospel, John 19:19-31, with
your family. Think about Thomas's response to the reports about the risen Lord. Is Thomas's
doubt reasonable? How does Jesus respond to Thomas? Jesus grants Thomas the evidence that
Thomas needs to believe, but Jesus also affirms the faith of those who will be called upon to
believe without first-hand experience. We are among those whom Jesus calls blessed. Discuss
with your family the basis of each member's faith in Jesus—the witness of the first disciples,
the Gospels, the continuing activity of the Holy Spirit, the community of the Church.
Pray together that your faith in Jesus will be strong. Pray an act of faith together.
http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/second-sunday-of-easter-cycle-asunday-connection

GOSPEL READING
Third Sunday of Easter
April 30, 2017
Luke 24:13-35
That very day, the first day of the week, two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village seven miles from Jerusalem
called Emmaus, and they were conversing about all the things that had occurred. And it happened that while they
were conversing and debating, Jesus himself drew near and walked with them, but their eyes were prevented from
recognizing him. He asked them, "What are you discussing as you walk along?" They stopped, looking downcast.
One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply, "Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know of
the things that have taken place there in these days?" And he replied to them, "What sort of things?" They said to
him, "The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God
and all the people, how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over to a sentence of death and crucified him.
But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is now the third day since
this took place. Some women from our group, however, have astounded us: they were at the tomb early in the
morning and did not find his body; they came back and reported that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who
announced that he was alive. Then some of those with us went to the tomb and found things just as the women had
described, but him they did not see." And he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of heart to believe
all that the prophets spoke! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his
glory?" Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them what referred to him in all the
Scriptures. As they approached the village to which they were going, he gave the impression that he was going on
farther. But they urged him, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over." So he went in to
stay with them. And it happened that, while he was with them at table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it,
and gave it to them. With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he vanished from their sight.
Then they said to each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he spoke to us on the way and opened
the Scriptures to us?" So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem where they found gathered together
the eleven and those with them who were saying, "The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon!"
Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way and how he was made known to them in the breaking of
bread.
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/043017.cfm

Family Connection
Families, as the domestic church, have the opportunity to make the family meal a time of
prayerful encounter with one another and with Jesus. At a family meal we share our
experiences of the day and connect them with the experiences of others in the family. We can
also enjoy the meal as an opportunity to reflect upon our family life in light of Scripture. At
their best our family meals can connect us to Jesus too.
Choose a family meal this week to share one another's experiences of the week in a special
way. Perhaps invite family members to plan and prepare the meal together. Begin the meal by
reading today's Gospel, Luke 24:13-35. As you eat, talk together about how the disciples
discussed their experiences in Jerusalem and how they came to understand them differently
when Jesus interpreted those events in the light of Scripture. Then invite each family member
to share the things that are going on in his or her life. Consider what Jesus might say to each
person if he were sitting at your dinner table. Conclude with a special prayer after your dinner.
Pray a prayer of blessing for each family member, asking that Jesus continue to be present in
each person's life, helping each one to be a better follower of Jesus. Conclude with a Sign of
Peace.
http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/third-sunday-of-easter-cycle-asunday-connection

GOSPEL READING
Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 7, 2017
John 10:1-10
Jesus said: "Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate but
climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber. But whoever enters through the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, as the
shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has driven out all his own,
he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they recognize his voice. But they
will not follow a stranger; they will run away from him, because they do not recognize the
voice of strangers." Although Jesus used this figure of speech, the Pharisees did not realize
what he was trying to tell them.
So Jesus said again, "Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came
before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever
enters through me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. A thief comes
only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came so that they might have life and have it more
abundantly."
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/050717.cfm

Family Connection
Even though we have less experience with sheep and shepherds today in our society, we can
still identify strongly with the image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd and as the gate for the
sheep. Psalm 23 remains a popular and favorite psalm for prayer. In the image of the Good
Shepherd, we know ourselves to be protected and cared for by a loving God.
As your family gathers, ask what each person knows about sheep and shepherds. Recall that
shepherds and sheep have a close relationship. Sheep will only follow their own shepherd; they
recognize his voice and will not follow a stranger. The shepherd's job is to protect his sheep. In
some ways, the relationship between the shepherd and his sheep is like that of a parent and
child. Read together this Sunday's Gospel, John 10:1-10. Talk about how Jesus tells us that he is
the gate for the sheep. The sheep enter the protection of the sheepfold through the gate. In Jesus
we find protection and abundant life. Conclude by thanking Jesus for being our Good Shepherd
and by praying today's psalm, Psalm 23.
http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-of-easter-cycle-asunday-connection

